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engines which Sapor had originally captured from the Romans
at Singara. His elephants also seemed to have sufficiently
recovered from their wetting at Nisibis to be used to some
purpose, for Marcellinus' reference to them is followed by
the parenthesis ' than whose noise and huge bodies the human
mind can conceive nothing more terrible?. In any case Amida
eventually fell and practically all the inhabitants, except
Marcellinus himself and a few other distinguished Romans,
expiated the indignity of Sapor's damaged helmet.

The following year the Persians contented themselves with
the work of dismantling the fortification of Singara and
establishing a garrison at Bezabde, Jazirat ibn Omar. They
also failed to take Tekrit, a castle on the Tigris near Samarra
which Gibbon describes as * a strong, and until Tamerlane,
impregnable fortress of the independent Arabs '.*

About this time a new Emperor, Julian the Apostate, arrived
in Syria and settled down to winter in Antioch. Julian was
undoubtedly a vivid character, and since we shall presently
watch him take the now somewhat hackneyed step of marching
to Ctesiphon, we may first remark the impact of his personality
upon the East.

In Antioch now, * fashion was the only law, pleasure the
only pursuit, <and the splendour of dress and furniture the
only distinction of the citizens. The arts of luxury were
honoured, the serious and manly virtues were the subject of
ridicule, and the contempt for female modesty and reverent
age announced the universal corruption of the capital of the
East '.2S This sniggering crowd of emasculate pleasure-seekers
were naturally disconcerted by the rustic manners of a coldly
intellectual ascetic, and the more Julian saw of Antioch the less
he liked it. For one whose ambition was to revive pagan
ritual, even Daphne under the Christian regime was a little
disappointing. When he visited the grove on the occasion of
the annual festival of Apollo, expecting processions and
sacrifices, he found * only a single goose, provided at the
expense of a priest, the pale and solitary inhabitant of this
decayed temple *. Later, when he found himself the subject
of increasingly disrespectful lampoons, he wrote one himself
in reply, a witty if indiscreet satire on the manners of Antioch,

* One of the few remaining bastions of the city wall lias recently
been restored.